Getting started I
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Tracing your roots? Here’s where

to begin. by Russell Shaw

aw o many branches

can you draw in your

Family tree? For most

af us, the prosgect

of researching our’
personal arcestry is as intimidating
as itis fascinating. But as with most
prajects, knowing whara [o start is
half the battle,

There's no denying the
fazcination, especially when the
Face of a leng-dead ancestor is
staring back atyou fram a Fading
Black-and-white phatograph, After
close examination, vou pick out
tacial fealures in the photo that
resemble the ones you see reflected
in waur mirrar every marning.

Whowas this person? Where was
she born? Was she an immigrant?
Where did her parents come from?
Did she have other children?

The mare you know about yaur
ancestors, the mare yvou'll know
about yourself,

Genealogy is all about
researching the historical Pecord af
our predecessors—the lives they
led, the people they loved, and
the impact they had an history,
You'll find these recards in hard
copy, in digital databases, and
in oral histary; squirreled away
in the repositaries of lihraries,
courthouses, and churches and
stared in the memories of alder
living relatives,

Computers, seftware, and the
Internel make researching and
documenting your raols easy,
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wely Technology Is 3 great tool for budding genealogists, but don’t underestimate
- the value of gathering family history by interviewing living relatives, toa,

THE POWER OF MEMORY
Although we'll concentrale on
techralogy-oriented genealogical
fanls in this stary, the best place Lo
start your genealogical research is
in the recesses of that marvelous,
arganic technolagy called the
human memary, This research is,
by prosy, a loak back through the
yedars; sothose with more years will
be your most valuable resources,
Callectively, you'll find that yaur
parents, grandparents, aunts, and

uncles are some af your deepest
wells of infarmation; individually,
they'll at least know enough to point
woll in the right direction for more
in-depth research.

There are many ways ta harness
the memories of vour alder Family
members, I there are phata albums,
scrapbooks and Family hiblas that
have been passed down fram
preceding generations, vou'll likely
encounter at least some unfamiliar
rames and faces.
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That dashing gentleman wearing
the fedora, standing next ta
your great-great-grandfather,
just might have been one of his
cousing, Perhaps your awn father
remembers his grandfather talking
akiout that side of the family—about
how the causin came to this country
and ppened a haberdashery, for
instance, Where was his shop
lacated? 51, Loois, Missouri? Armed
with thal informatian, vou could
arder acity business directory fram
the time period hewas in business
and fined oul mare.

Onceyou've gathered your
most easily obtained written and
verbal Family history, it's time to
bring technolesy to bear. The best
place ta start 85 with any of several
well-known genealogy related
Websites, Some of these sites are
entirely free; others charge either
a subscripticn ora per-inguiry
fee far specialized information
(immigration recards, census data,
and soon).

OMLINE RESEARCH
Lameof the best sites For
genealogy research include
Ancesti.com [www.ancestrycam),
Genealagy.cam (e
genealogy.com), RootsWeb.com
Pecoraraolsweb,com)
and FamilySearch.org
feeerm Tamilysearch o).

Ancestry.cam arguably provides
the most complete suite of
information and services. Their
database cortlains the records af
more than twa billion people and
is searchable by surname and first
name, plus the country—and even
the state—whers they lived,

To spread the word about your
search, as well as 1o ablain tips
to help you refing your search,
Ancestry.com also provides
message boards, specialized

research tools, and a brary of how-

to-articles that will helpyou search
their huge databases,

Y¥ou'll Aind census
records from 1750
through 1930 L5,
Immigration archives;
links to birth, marriage,
and death records—even
a library af historical
newspapers going a3 far
hackas 1786,

Genealogy.com is
moreof a community-
based site. In addition to
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your family tree, as well

as links Lo family home
pages created by users
of the site. You can post questions
and read ongaing discussions about
the site, and about genealogy in
general, in thesite’s rabust Helpful
Tips forum.

RootsWeh,com, meanwhile,
is affiliated with and funded by
Ancestry.cam, Some of its mast
notable fealures include a Roots
Surname List, which contains mare
than 100.000-entries; o cotlection
of genealogical mailing lists; and
links to thousands of relevant local
Wehsites from arcund the swarled.

IF, forexample, you suspect you
had ancestors in Pipestons County,
Minnesota, you could Fellow the link
trail to a page that lists cermelaries
in that leglnn One cemetery m

records,

| ANCESTRY.COM
Manthly subscriptions range
' from $7.95to 529.95,
Annual subscriptions range from

529.05 to 5190.05

| FAMILYSEARCH.ORG
| Free

| GENEALOGY.COM
- Annual subscriptions range from

| 569,90 Lo 5199.99
| RODOTSWEB.COM
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% RootsWeb,.com can get you started in your search for enline cemetery

such as the example shown here.

particular, Edgerton Minnesata's
Hillside Cometery, has a page
listing the vear of birth and.death
forevery persan buried there,
FamilySearch.com has a
searchable database of clase (o one
Lillih names, and makes available
numernus senealogical-recornd
campact discs far anline ordering,
Although this site is a service
of The Church Of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints (LDS), mostal the
names in the collaction are those
af nan-Maormon individuals. Many
thousands of LG members buiit
FamilySearch by researching paper
records, which were then converted
ta digital Farm, The church offers
this resource as o public service.
e
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.com's home
page is your
starking point

for searching

the site’s huge
database, |
consisting of more |
than twa billion
NAMEs,
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INFORMATION FOR
ETHNIC RESEARCHERS
Mast major general genealogy
Websites have directories of ethnic
genealogy sites, where you'll

find specific directaries, mailing
lists, and forums devoted ta that
parlicular backgraund,

Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites On
The Internet fwww.cyndislist.com)
isa great place to look for specially
ethnic genealogy sites. The Main
Categary Index page lists thase
sites in alphabatical arder, The
wariely is stunning: peaple of
Huguenot ancestry, for instance,
will find links to 128 sites; African-
Americans will encounter a daorway
o more than 500 sites, Let's drill
a hit down Tnta ane of the mare
camprehensive sthnic-related
listings and see what we can find.

Let’s say you're of |ewish
ancestry. Scroll down the index
page, click on the Jewish link, and
yau'll be taken Lo a page listing 15
categories of Jewish genealosical
infermation. You'll find a staggering
5359 Websites and mailing lists
within these catezories,
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ﬂatyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites catalogs specialty genealogy databases for

numerous ethnic groups.

If you're of African descent,
yau might enlist the services of
the African Ancestry group. Order
their 349 test kit and mail them a
sample of your DNA [abtained fram
theinside of yaur cheek), and they
claim they can trace your maternal
ar paternal ancestry to a spacific
region of the continent.

IT'S ON THE RECORD
Online public record collections
are extensive, and they may
pravide vital, as well as anacdotal,
information about the peaple an
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Although U.5. Census records are public, the U,5. Census Bureay doesn’t off online access to
its database. You can search these records at the commercigl Ancestry.com Website—for a fee,
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yaur family tree. Ancestry,com
maintains a list of the public-recard
databases, and you can search
tham—to an extenl—without having
ta pay & fee, Recards collected by
the L5, Census are amang the
mosl useful, but due to privacy
restrictions, they're not made
public far 72 years, The dead

tan'l expect the same privacy
protection—not thal Lhey can
camplain about it, Ancestry.com's
Social Security Death Index
conlains more than 71 million
names and, at press time, was as
recent as September 2003,

In order ta search census records
an Ancestry,cam, enteryour
ancestor’s first and last name and
(if wou have it) the state, county,
and town where the person lived
when the census was taken. The
search resulls will listthe names
matching yaur criteria, but yvou'll
need to pay the site’s subscription
fee ifyau wantto see the actual
recard (see sidebar for pricing).

These same records are also
available on micrafilm at the
Maticnal Archive [in Washington
0.C. and at regional centers) and
at select libraries—hut digital
searches are far easier te conduct,

Ancestry.com has a stunning

< wvariety of highly specialized

databases, too, including birth and
marriage recards, immigratian lists,
and even Civil War service recards,




TOURTESY OF SRODEREURD SUFTWARE

FAMILY TREE SOFTWARE
Once vour senealogical research
begins delivering results, you'll
nead away to organize all the
information. The time-honaored (and
most affectivel method of daing
this is with a family tree.

¥ou might have seen these inside
the cover of a family bible oron an
ald sheet af parchment, with names
an some branches and question
marks on athers. Perhaps your
genealogical research is desigred
to resolve the mysteries that these
quastions marks raise.

Justas computers make it
aasier to research vour family tree,
computer software makes it much
aasier o draw your Tamily trea, The
best-known genealogy soltware
programes include Brodearbund's
Family Tree Maler, Millennia's
Leswacy Family Tree, Whally Genes’
[he Master Genealogist, GenoPro’s
GenoPro and Geno Pre Gald, and
Formal5alt's Rools Magic,

The capahilities—and costs—of
these programs vary widely,

Trial versions of some ol these
programs, including Roots Magic
and Legacy Family Tree, are
available for Free fyou’ll find both
programs on the discl.

Several other programs are
affered at one price without printed
dacumentation, and at a higher
jprice for printed manuals. Most
af these programs allow you to
customize the fype of records yau
wish to keap and how yau wish
these records to appear.

Using Millennia's Lagacy Family
Tree, For example, you can examine
vour family tree five different ways:

Family Yiew shows the currenl
husband and wife as the main
couple on the screen, along with
when and where they were born
and—if they're deceased —when
and where [heay diad.

Padigrees View lists you, plus
your parents and theirparents,
going back as many as three ar fawr

generations, Separale
arids list brathers,
sisters, spouses, and
children,
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Chronolomy View
shows key dates in the
lite of a specific person.
Descendant Wiew
displays information
about your own
children.

Ifyouwant & simple,

alphabetized listing of |

mveryone invour famiky
tree, choase Index View,

START DIGGING
There's a Chinese
proverk: that says “A journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single
step,” The frst step in what will be
the long, but enjoyable journey of
dacumenting your personal Family
trze shiould begin with talks with
relatives, your personal computer,
saome good genealogy software,
arel access (high-speed, praferably}
ta the Internet,

o
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- FAMILY TREE MAKER

. DELUXE, $89.99
FAMILY TREE MAKER

| COLLECTOR'S EDITION, 599.99

Broderbund Software
sy broderbund.com

ROOTS MAGIC, $29.95 70 $39.95 |

- FormalSoft
owwwrootsmagic.com

. GENOPRO, FREE DOWNLOAD
GenoPro Gald, S24.00
WL RN OPTGLCOM

- LEGACY FAMILY TREE

STANDARD, FREE DOWNLOAD

. LEGACY FAMILY TREE

- DELUXE, $12.95 TO §56.95
Millennia Corp.
wiaw legacyfamilytree.com

. MASTER GENEALOGIST GOLD $79.95

- Whally Genes
_ wirw whallygenes, com

FAMILY TREE MAKER, $49.99

5 Look on the CD-ROM accompanying this manth's issue of E7 Tech Guidas fora
trial version of RootsMagic,

In mycase, | used this technology
to track down distant cousins in
Pennsylvania, 2,500 miles from my
home in Oregon. Mat only have |
added these folks to my Family tree,
[t | now have a standing invitation
ta dinner the next time | find mysalf
i their neck of the woods.

Allow me to wish you good luckin

Wour own research. 5
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VRGN 1

FamilyTree
“Maker (i}

mﬁ‘l’nu’ll find a wide variety of family-
tree software an the market,

Including several versions of Broderbunds
Farmily Tree Maker,

EZ TECH GUIDES DIGITAL ARTS & CRAFTS &7



